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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Hon. A. J, 8ryan, Jr.

District Attorney

Hillgboro, Texss

Attention: ¥r, William B, Marxrtin

Teayr Sir:

of Hill County pbwer
ofity to reduce th

the 88th Judieiaml
helow $2700 provided

ly one)distrist court, and also in esach Judi-
striot domposed of two (£) or more counties,
n ssoh Judlolial District oomposeld of one
. Whidh ocounty composes alszo & portion of
enothe Qtolal District, the salary of the offi-
cial gourt reporter shall be Twenty-seven Hundred
Dollars {$2,700.00) per annum, in sddition to the
compensation for transeript feeg and allowances for
sxpenses now provided by law; said selary to be paid
wmonthly by the commiespioners oourt of the ocounty ox
counties, out of the Gsneral Fund of the oounty or
counties, upon the certificate of the Diatriet Juldget
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provided that in any Judiciel Distriot composed

of two (2) or more counties said salary shall be
reid by suchk counties of the district in proportion
to the number of weeks provided by law for holding
court in the respeotive count {ea of the district;
and provided that in & district wherein in any
county the term may continue until the tusainess is
disposed of , each county shall pay in proportion
to the time court is actually held in such county;
provided, however, that in Hays County, Texae, the
court reporter shall be paid out of the Jury Fund
of s2id county upon the certificate of the judgo
of the district ocourt of said county.

"Provided further that nothing in this Act
shall be construed as in any way repealing Artiole
2323 of the Revised Civil Statutes of 1925, nor
Chapter 56 of the General Laws of the Rogular Ses~
sion of the 4lst Legislaturs, 1929, nor shall this
Act in any repeal or amend any local or speclal lawas
passed at the Regular or.First snd Second Called
Sessions of the 41st Legislature of 1929."

Article 2323 of the Revised Civil Statutes of 1925,

referred 1o in Article 2327a, supra, reads as follows:

"In case of 1llness, press of official work,
or unavoideble dieablility of the officiel short-
hand reporter to perform hiz duties in reporting
proceedings in ocourt, the Judge of the court may,
in his discretion, authorize e deputy shorthand
reporter to act during the sbasence of said offioclal
shorthend reporter, and said deputy shorthand re-
porter shall recelve, during the time he aocts for
sald offieial shorthand reporter, the same salary.and
feez as the official shorthand reporter of said
oourt, to be paid in the menner provided for the
orrieial shorthand reporter; but the said official
shorthand reporter shall also receive his salary in
full during the temporary disability to esct., The
neceseity for a deputy official shorthand reporter
shall be left entirely within the discretion of the
judge of the court.”

Chapter 56 of the General Laws of the Regular Session

of the 41st Legislature, 1929, is Article 2328a, Vernon's Civil
Statutes, and provides for expenses of all official shorthand
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reporters and deputy officlal shorthand reporters of the
di strict courts of this State and presoribes the manner of
peyment,

Article 6824, Vernon's Civil Stetutes, reads as
Tollows: _

"The galaries of offi{cers shall not be in-
creased nor diminished during the term of offioce
of the officers entitled thereto, provided, how-
ever, that the members of the Legislature, by a
ma jority vote, may at any time set their sealaries
at any amount within the conetitutional limit."

Ve are informed by the Comptroller's Office that
Hill County has s population of 43,036 inhabitents according
to the last Federal Censue, and that the county officials
are coupensated on & palary basis.

Section 13 of Articls 3912e, Vernon's Civil Statutes,
reads in part as follows:

. "Seo0. 13, Commissioners court in counties
baving a population of twenty-thousand (20,000)
inhabitants or mors, and lesa than one hundred
and ninety thousand (190,000) inhabitants accord-
ing to the laet preceding Federal Census, is
hereby authorized and it shall be its duty to fix
the saleries of all the following named officers,
towit: Sheriff, Assessor and Collector of Taxes
County Judge, County Attorney, including Crimins
Distriot attorneys and County attorneys who perform
the duties of Distriot attorneys, Distriet Clerk,
County Clerk, Treasurer, Hide and Animal Inspector.
¥ach of said offfoers shall be paid money in annual
salary in twelve (12) equal installments of not
less than the total sum earned as compensation by
him in his official capacity for the fiscal year
1955, and not more then the maximum amount allowed
such officer under laws existing on August 24, 1935,

: Under Section 13 of Article 391fe, supra, the com~

missioners court in counties having e population of more than
twenty thousand inhsbltante and less than one hundred and
ninety thousand inhebitants, has no right or authority to
£ix the salary of the official oourt reporter. The salary
of the official ¢ourt reporter where one county composes a
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Judioinl District and 15 the only District Court in the
county, is gpecifioslly sat by statute.

You are respactfully edvised thet {t is the opinion
of this department that thes commissionérs ccart of Hill Coune
ty does not have the power or legal authority to reduce the
annual sajlaryry of the offieisl sourt yeporter of the G0th Judi-
clal District or change such sslary in eny manner,

Trusting that the foregoing fully enswers your
inquiry, we remain

!bu:a vary tnuly
ATTORIEY CERBRAL OF TEXAS

Bymm

Ardall %illlems
Asalatant

Axtpbp

ATFBOVEDNOV 10, 1939

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS




